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physical sensation rises the inference of ascen-
sion. The point is that the idea of ascension
is an inference, and not integral in the work
of art. The intellect is addressed and invited
to work out a sum in sculptural algebra, x equal-
ling youth, y equalling the machinery of flight.
The sculpture is the parallel, in form, of
symbolism in literature. Two things enter
the mind separately, the business of each being
to reinforce the other. " My love is like the
red red rose" sang Burns, and each is the
more acceptable for the juxtaposition of the
other. But in the mental space between the two
things presented to the mind lies a dangerous
pitfall for the artist. If Burns had sung " My
love is like the red red snowdrop " he and his
reader would have gone down the abyss between
symbol and significance. Something like this
happens with this sculpture, only, because of a
great sincerity and beauty, the descent is made
gradual. Ascension may be symbolised by
wings. A Greek or Indian artist might have
set them as successfully on a figure of youth
as Daedalus did on Icarus. But then the
statue would have represented youth; it would
not have been, as this statue is, raw, naked.